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Being Trafalgar

At the end of your time at the school your knowledge organisers will provide you with lots 
of help and support when your prepare for your GCSE exams.

To help yourself you should:

Å Keep your Knowledge Organisersas tidy as possible

Å Highlight parts of them as you go through learning lessons or add in post-it notes etc. 
to help you learn key knowledge

Å Keep your used Knowledge Organiserssafe at home.  If you have used them since Year 
7 you will end up at the end of Year 11 with 14 Knowledge Organisers.  Line them up 
on your shelf at home and keep coming back to them for your revision, homework and 
learning

Å Show them to your parents and talk through with them the facts and knowledge you 
have learned about in lessons ςhelp them to learn new things too!

Å Take your Knowledge Organiserfor the term you are in to school every day and use it 
in every lesson you can!



Using a Knowledge Organiser well

What is a Knowledge Organiser?
A Knowledge Organiser is a document that sets out the key information you 
need to understand, learn and memorise in each of the subjects you study 
this term. 

Why do I have to carry my Knowledge Organiser around with me?
Your teachers will want you to use your Knowledge Organisers in lessons. 
They are yours forever and you may want to annotate or highlight on them 
when your teacher talks about things in them. They will certainly be used in 
lessons when you have a cover teacher and you can use them whenever you 
find yourself with some spare time. 

How should I use my Knowledge Organiser?
You should use your Knowledge Organiser to learn this key information and 
commit it to memory. Your teachers will often quiz you on the information 
on the Knowledge Organiser in your lessons.  The best way of using it is to 
use the look, cover, write, check method which you will have been 
introduced to in your Knowledge Organiser launch assemblies. 

What do I do with my Knowledge Organiser at the end of the term?
¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳǊ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ 
but you should keep it somewhere safe where you can easily get it out and 
use it. Remember that the information on the Knowledge Organiser includes 
things you will need to remember for your GCSE exams, so your teachers will 
continue to quiz you on it.

Why is a Knowledge Organiser important? 
GCSE specifications requirestudents to memorise more facts, equations, quotations and information than ever before and there are things you will learn 
right from the start of year 7 that you will need to know in year 11 when you sit your GCSE exams ςthe Knowledge Organiser helps you to identify the things 
that you need to try and commit to your long term memory and return to over and over again during your time at secondary school. There are also things 
that we think it is important you learn about and remember that might not be in a GCSE exam but represent useful knowledge for life. 
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Check: Will it still make sense if you 

remove the name/s?

Rishi Sunak and I shook hands.
Rishi Sunak and me shook hands. 
The press took pictures of Boris 

and I shaking hands.
The press took pictures of Boris and 

me shaking hands. 

ôIõ versus ômeõ

Rishi Sunak and I shook hands.

The press took pictures of Rishi and 
me shaking hands.

Use óIô when the people named are 

the subjects of the sentence:

Use ómeô when the people named 

are the objects of a verb:

Check: Will it still make sense if you 

remove the name/s?

The press took pictures of Rishi 
and I shaking hands.

The press took pictures of Rishi and 
me shaking hands. 

Language Methodsto Practise in your Fortnightly Writing Challenge and Examinein your Reading

alliteration: the repetition of a consonant sound to begina series of words.

anecdote:
a short story to prove a point e.g. a dad, talking to his children about the dangers of running in the house, a dad might 

include an anecdoteabout falling in his home as a boy and breaking his arm. 

antithesis: putting two opposite ideas together to highlight contrasts.

emotive language: wordsand phrases that are used to make the reader feel a particular emotion.

extended 
metaphor:

a version of metaphor that extends over the course of multiple lines, paragraphs, or stanzas of prose or poetry.

foreshadowing: the writer hints at an event that will happen later in his story/poem/play/writing.

imperative verbs: instructional/command words that give the action the speaker/writer wants you to do.

metaphor: likeŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ΨƭƛƪŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŀǎΩ ƛǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ

modal verbs: help show the level of possibility, ability, obligation or permissionof the main verb/action e.g. might, ŎŀƴΣ ƳǳǎǘΣ Ƴŀȅ Χ

pathetic  fallacy: the projection of human emotions/mood onto non-human objects found in nature e.g. the weather.

sensory 
description: employing the five senses in writing to evoke a mental image and/or sensation for the reader.

simile: 
ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨƭƛƪŜΩ ƻǊ 

ΨŀǎΩΦ

statistics: factual data used in a persuasive way.

superlative: an adjective or adverb that shows the highest or lowest degree of comparison e.g. best, worst, finest, most, etc. 

onomatopoeia: using words that sound like the noise they represent.

personification:
a typeof figurative language that gives an object human characteristics 

(emotions, sensations, speech, physical movements).

rhetorical 
question:

a question asked for a purpose other than to obtain the information the question asks e.g. create a dramatic effect; 
emphasise a point; make you think about/eager to learn the answer.
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Use a range of sentence structures :

The spotted green frog jumped 

into the pond. 

(simple)

The spotted green frog jumped into the 

pond and he splashed water on me.

(compound ðcoordinating 

conjunction: for, and, nor, but,  

or, yet, so)

The spotted green frog jumped into the 

pond when the hawk flew overhead.

(complex ðsubordinating conjunction: 

if, although, as, before, because, 

when, after, since, until, so that, while 

etc.)

When the hawk flew overhead , the  

spotted green frog jumped

into the pond.

(subordinate/dependent clause start)

The frog, which had been lurking 

underwater, jumped on the lily pad.
(embedded clause)

Use fronted adverbials:

Rather slowly , (manner) 

During the night , (time/temporal)

Every minute or two , (frequency)

At the end of  the corridor , (spatial)

Just beyond the stairwell on his left , 

he opened the door.

Use different sentence types:

The wind is blowing. (declarative)

Put your pen down.  (imperative)

Who do you trust most in the world? 

(interrogative)

Pollution is killing us! (exclamation)

Use epiphora (epistrophe)

I canõt believe I was robbed. 

Everything is gone . My television and 

electronics are gone . The money I left 

on my nightstand is gone . 

Use a conditional sentence:

When people smoke cigarettes, their 

health suffers.

If  I had cleaned the house, I could 

have gone to the cinema. 

Use anaphora: 

Now is the time for action. Now is the 

time to take up arms. Now is the time 

to fight for your country.

Use a past participle - Ėedė start:

Glazed with barbecue sauce, the rack 

of  ribs lay nestled next to a pile 

of  sweet coleslaw.

Use a present participle - Ėingė start:

Whistling to himself, he walked down 

the road.

Use a two and then three word 

sentence:

It hurt. I was dying!

Snow fell. Flakes floated precariously. 

Use a tricolon (tripartite list):

ôI stand here todayhumbled by the 

task before us, grateful for the trust 

you have bestowed, mindful of  the 

sacrifices borne by our ancestors.õ 

Snap! Crackle! Pop! (Rice Krispies slogan)

Use paired adjectives to describe a 

noun:

Take a look at this bright red spider.

Luckily, it isnõt a wild, dangerous one. 

Use anadiplosis (yoked sentence):

Building the new motorway would be 

disastrous, disastrous because many 

houses would need to be destroyed. 

ôFear leads to anger . Anger leads to 

hate . Hate leads to suffering.õ 

Yoda, Star Wars . 

Use discourse markers to begin 

paragraphs and start/link some 

sentences:

First of  all, To begin with, Firstly,

Therefore, Consequently, Hence, As a 

result,

Furthermore, In addition, Additionally, 

Moreover,

Meanwhile, Later that day, Seconds 

later, Subsequently, That afternoon,  

On the whole, Interestingly, Basically, 

In short, Broadly speaking,  

Alternatively, Conversely, Similarly, 

On the other hand, Despite this, 

Likewise, However,

To conclude, Finally, In conclusion, 

Eventually, In the end, 



Quotation marks show exact words that 
are spoken or written by someone.

Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭŀǘŜΗΩ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ aǊǎ {ƳƛǘƘΦ

ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΣΩ aƻƭƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ Ψǎƻ don't 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ммΦΩ

Mrs{ƳƛǘƘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΚΩ 

Semi -colons are used to separate two 

sentences that are closely related:

It was winter; the snow was falling 

heavily.

Question marks are used at the end of 
direct questions instead of a full stop.

What is your favourite food? 
How do you feel today?

An indirect question ends with a full stop, 
rather than a question mark: 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
this time. I wonder what happened.

Colons are used to:
1) begin a list.
I have three pet rats: Bert,  Ernie and Elmo.
2) indicate that what follows it is an 
explanation or elaboration of what 
precedes it.
Unfortunately, the weather forecast was 
wrong: it rained all day!

Semi-colons are used to separate two 
sentences that are closely related:
It was winter; the snow was falling heavily.

They can also be used to separate items in 
a list made of longer phrases. I have been 
to Newcastle, Carlisle, and York in the 
North; Bristol, Exeter, and Portsmouth in 
the South; and Cromer, Norwich, and 
Lincoln in the East.

An apostrophe is used to show:
1) omission - where a letter or letters has 

been missed out.
does not ĄŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ        I am ĄLΩƳ  
2) possession ςwhen some thing/one 
ownssomething. Thankfully, they played 
{ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ƎŀƳŜΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ {ǳǎŀƴΩǎ housedoes.

Full stops are used to:
1) mark the end of a sentence.
Carefully, he kicked the ball into the goal. 
2) show when a word has been 
abbreviated. 
{ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ wƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ
Ą{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ wƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ

Brackets are used in pairs for parenthesis: 
a word or phrase inserted as an 

explanation or afterthought into a passage 
which is grammatically complete without 

it. E.g.
Andrew Jacklin (last year's losing finalist) is 

expected to win this heat.
Tigers are carnivores (meat eaters)!

Dashes are used for parenthesis: a word or 
phrase inserted as an explanation or 
afterthought into a passage which is 
grammatically complete without it. E.g.
Last year, they roasted the winning brisket 
τ the size of a pillow τ in a mighty clay 
oven. Paul felt hungry ςmore hungry than 
ƘŜΩŘ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴΦ

Ellipsis is used to:
1) show a pause or hesitation in 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ
L Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ Χ LϥƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ 

2) build tension or show that something is 
unfinished. 

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ tŀǳƭ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ Χ 

Commas are used to separate:
1) items in a list .
Bert, Ernie and Elmo are my three pet rats.
2) dependent clauses and phrases.
While I was in the bath, the cat scratched 
at the door. That  meant, because I was on 
my own in the house, I had to get out to let 
him in. Thankfully, I had a towel handy!

Exclamation marks express strong 
emotions: forcefulness, commands, anger, 
excitement, surprise etc. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊΗ {ǘƻǇ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 
ŘƻΗ LΩƳ ŦǊŜŜΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŀǘŜΗ  {ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻƴΗ 
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ interjections: 
ϥIƛΗ ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ƴŜǿΚΨ ϥhǳŎƘΗ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƘǳǊǘΦΨ
ϥhƘΗ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎΚΨ 



Writing 
Forms



Dystopian Narrative: The Machine Stopsby E.M. Forster 

Above her, beneath her, and around her, the Machine hummed eternally; she did not notice the 

noise, for she had been born with it in her ears. The earth, carrying her, hummed as it sped through 

silence, turning her now to the invisible sun, now to the invisible stars. She awoke and made the 

room light.

ñKuno!ò 

ñI will not talk to you,ò he answered, ñuntil you visit me.ò 

ñHave you been on the surface of the earth since we spoke last?ò 

His image faded. 

Again she consulted the book. She became very nervous and lay back in her chair palpitating. She 

directed the chair to the wall, and pressed an unfamiliar button. The wall swung apart slowly. 

Through the opening she saw a tunnel that curved slightly, so that its goal was not visible. Should 

she go to see her son, this would be the beginning of the journey.

Ofcoursesheknewallaboutthecommunication-system. Therewasnothingmysteriousin it. She

wouldsummona car and it wouldfly with her downthe tunneluntil it reachedthe lift that

communicatedwiththeair-shipstation: thesystemhadbeenin useformany,manyyears,long

beforethe universalestablishmentof the Machine. Thosefunnyold days,whenmenwentfor

changeofairinsteadofchangingtheairintheirrooms!Andyetðshewasfrightenedofthetunnel:

shehadnotseenit sinceherlastchildwasborn.

Writing 
Forms

Writing a Report Fundraising at Frecklewood

The Frecklewood Donkey Sanctuary is a charity that cares for rescued and unwanted donkeys. The sanctuary is based 
a mile away from Frecklewood Academy and the school has a long history of partnership, having sent many year 10 
students there for work experience week. The charity is currently in need of funds, having seen a 12% dip in 
ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΧΦ

Benefits of fundraising
As part of this investigation we have spoken with school leaders at the five state secondary schools in the Danshire 
area about the fundraising activities that they undertake. Collectively they raise funds for numerous causes, including 
Shelter (a charity that tackles homelessness), Stonewall (a charity that promotes equality for lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans people) and Young Dementia UK (who provide support for people whose lives are affected by young onset 
dementia).
Χ

hƴŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ Ψ{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦΩ Χ

Suggestions for activities
!ǎ CǊŜŎƪƭŜǿƻƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Χ

Ultimately the benefits of fundraising events are huge. Whichever approach Frecklewood Academy takes, the 
charity, students and staff are all set to benefit.

clear title

subheadings

subheadings
Writing a Narrative: extract is from The Silent Land, by Graham Joyce. 

It was snowing again. Gentle six-pointed flakes from a picture book were settling on her jacket sleeve. The 
mountain air prickled with ice and the smell of pine resin. Several hundred metres below lay the dark 
outline of Saint-Bernard-en-Haut, their Pyrenean resort village; across to the west, the irregular peaks of 
the mountain range.
Χ
If there are few moments in life that come as clear and as pure as ice, when the mountain breathed back 
at her, Zoe knew that she had trapped one such moment and that it could never be taken away. 
Everywhere was snow and silence. Snow and silence; the complete arrest of life; a rehearsal and a pre-
echo of death. She pointed her skis down the hill. They looked like weird talons of brilliant red and gold in 
the powder snow as she waited, ready to swoop. I am alive. I am an eagle.
Χ
The noise itself filled her ears and muffled everything, and then there was silence, and the total whiteness 
faded to grey, and then to black!



CǊŜȅǘŀƎΩǎ tȅǊŀƳƛŘκ
the Story Mountain is 
the best for planning 
narratives (stories).

Mind maps/spider diagrams, allow you to jot down content ideas in no 
particular order and then decide on the best order to write them up in ςso 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-fiction writing. Each leg = a paragraph

Intro:My address right hand side, + 

date, school address left,

Dear Mr Cole

Should we consider discontinuing 

wearing a school uniform, youôve 

asked? Quite simply, yes! Within this 

letter, you will find several arguments 

setting out precisely why we should 

make this change.

Conclusion: 

To conclude, 

repeat RQ, 

Quite simply, 

yes! 

Yours 

Sincerely 

Counter reason:

old-fashioned 

tradition, so easier to 

continue

Argument reason: 

other traditions -

burnt witches, slept 

on straw, walked 

barefoot ïnow 

discontinued  so é

Supporting 

example: anecdote, 

use experts

Counter reason:all 

look same so no 

prejudice/bullying over 

clothes, 

Argument reason: no 

individualism, learning 

who we are

Supporting example:  

RQ +triple 

Isnôt part of our 

learning at school 

about learning how to 

dress appropriately, 

learning who we are, 

learning how to judge 

people on what is 

inside, not what wear? 

Counter reason:cost cheaper as not designer or from 

shops making huge profit

Argument reason: cost of blazers, trousers and skirts 

from school unishop expensive as no competition, own 

clothes mix ónô match so fewer outfits needed, wear 

weekends so more use, 

Supporting example: emotive language: force poorer 

families to go without, statistics

P1

P2

P3

Rising Action 

(build towards conflict):

Åbuild on character, 

setting, plot;

Å introduce a 

complication/problem;

Åbuildtension/ 

excitement;

Åuse interesting 

adjectives, sensory 

description,figurative 

languageetc.

Exposition (Introduction):

Åuse an opening hook to grab attention e.g. 

mysterious atmosphere, in medias res, etc. 

Åuse descriptive vocabulary to set the scene 

and describe the main character/setting;

Å foreshadow what is to come.

Climax (turning point, height ofaction/problem at its worst):

Åuse exciting adverbs and verbs;

Åaccelerate pace and heighten tension using lots of shorter sentences.

Falling action(turning 

point, height of

action/problem at its 

worst):

Åwhat events happen to 

solve the problem?

Dénouement/Resolution  (ending):

Å link back to the start (circular);

Åwhat has the character learned?

Åhow are things different now?

Å is there an exciting twist or cliff-

hanger ending?

Form:Letter
Audience: Headmaster

Purpose: Argue change 

uniform



Paragraph content/ 

topic
Language method/vocab

Sent 

structures
Punc

1: waves engulfing and 

devouring the sea side 

town - noisy and 

disruptive, movement

onomatopoeia crash, whip, 

smash

personify so violent/threatening

óingô start verbs 

(prespart)

! ;

2: train victim moving 

across railway line past 

houses towards 

destination

personify - victim, alliteration, 

metaphor: A caterpillar, the train 

sways and pitches precariously 

along the track to its daily 

destination. Snatching bites, the 

sea salt nips at its metal skin as it 

passes, eating away at it, killing it. 

Rattles. Will it survive?

Chain/ tricolon

Question

? - -

3: zoom in on one 

carriage window, motion 

sick 

Windows hit by spray that ólike a 

tamed caô has óturned savageô 

today. Passenger pitched side-to-

side; bubbling sickness rising bile 

from stomach!

Anadiplosis 

(yoked)

Ψ    Ω Τ Η

4: houses Like soldiers standing to attention 

they are defending their 

inhabitants. Diff pastel colours of a 

seaside town: prawn pink, salmon 

peach, oyster grey, seaweed 

green, cracking paintwork

Fronted spatial 

adverbials

(   ) :

5: canopy of sky above 

threatening

Adjectives for mood: grey sky, 

stuffed clouds full of cold, sharp 

rain, 

Verb: beating down, attacking, 

Two then three 

word sentences

Χ Τ

The Grid Plan is good for making sure you include lots of different 
methods, or to compare two/more things side-by-side. Each 

row/column = a paragraph. 

Linear flow and vertical charts are useful for planning writing that has 
to follow a step-by-step process. Each section/shape = a paragraph. 

Intro: Here you will find everything you need to know about  buying a 

goldfish. Follow this advice to é

After this, itõs back to the research. Make a list of é Donõt é. 

Do é

Next, decide where to put é bedroom could be best habitat 

for your fish because  é However, it might be better to é

First of all, research the fishes needs and best fish breeds é

Fail to Plan

Plan to Fail!Plan non-fiction writing (include a counter-argument for writing to 
argue) using a graphic organiser.

Thesis: 

statement 

that defines 

argument/ 

problem and 

your 

viewpoint on 

it.

Main reason your 

viewpoint is valid/ 

superior 1:  

Main reason your 

viewpoint is valid/ 

superior 2:  

Main reason your 

viewpoint is valid/ 

superior 3:  

Conclusion:

restate 

argument/

problem, and 

repeat again 

what reader 

should now 

think/feel/

do.

Fact/exampleto support/validate1b: 

Fact/exampleto support/validate1c: 

Counter or Fact/exampleto 

support/validate1a: 

Fact/exampleto support/validate 2b: 

Fact/exampleto support/validate 2c: 

Fact/exampleto support/validate 3b: 

Fact/exampleto support/validate 3c: 

Counter or Fact/exampleto 

support/validate 2a: 

Counter or Fact/exampleto 

support/validate 3a: 



Writing Purposes

leisure

maintenance

mischievous

necessary

occurrence

pastime

privilege

recommend

referred

restaurant

rhythm

separate

tyranny

vacuum

vicious

accidentally

accommodate

allude/allusion

believe

business

caesura

calendar

disappoint

experience

foreign

generally

hierarchy

ignorance

illusion

independent

üUse interesting facts details; 

üuse  brackets to explain technical 
terms. 

Inform: tell the reader 
what they want/need to 
know.

Interestingly, chocolateis actually made from theseeds
of acacao tree. After fermentation, the beans are dried, cleaned, and 
roasted. The shell is then removed to produce cacao nibs (unadulterated 
chocolate in rough form).

Explain:  tell the reader 
how and why.

ü Use  connectives: ôas a resultõ, 

ôbecauseõ, ôso thatõ, when;

ü use sequence discourse markers: 

Eventually, Another, Furthermore. 

Often, when in need of comfort or reassurance, or in stressful situations, 
people cravechocolate. Primarily, this is becausedopamine is released into 
your brain when youeat chocolate, and as a result it can lower levels of  
ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ Χ 

Advise: help warnand 
guidereader, but 

reassurewith  carefully 
considered advice.

ü Use imperative verbs (stop, do, 

donõt, wait etc.), and modal verbs 

(if, could,  might, should).

ü use second person (you, your).

Most importantly, if youare feeling bored and cravingchocolate, ŘƻƴΩǘgive 
in to your yearning. Instead, you could gofor a walk, run errands, calla friend 
or reada book. If you can take your mind off food for a short time, the 
craving maypass.

Persuade: try to get the 
reader to do as you 
ask/agree with you.

ü Use APE FOR REST:  anecdote, 

personal pronouns, emotive 

language, fact, opinion, rhetorical 

questions, repetition, experts, 

statistics, triples.

One of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ foods, Chocolate, is ǘƘŜ  ǳƴǊƛǾŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƎƻ-
ǘƻΩ when life takes a bad turn, an easy gift to thrill just about everyone,and 
a tasty treat that will uplift even the most melancholy of moods. 

Argue: present two 
sides, but ensure your 
side appears strongest 
so reader agreeswith 

you.

ü Use sequence discourse markers;

ü use ôSome believe ..õ, ôHowever, 

most people would agree thatõ;

ü use APE FOR REST (above).

Describe: help the 
reader to pictureit and 
imagine the experience.

ü Use similes, metaphors, 

personification, interesting  

adjectives/verbs, sensory 

description.

Narrate: tell the reader 
a tale that will have 

them hanging on your 
every word.

First of all, some believe that as chocolateis high in calories, it is bad for you. 
However, scientific experts have proventhat chocolate, as it contains high 
levels of antioxidants, could lower cholesterol levels, improve mood and 
prevent memory decline! 

ü Use the mountain/

pyramid structure;

ü use some description;
ü use a few lines of direct speech.

Suddenly, she was aware she had arrived at her destination! On the door in 
front of her, a scarlet square of shiny plastic printed with the words 
Ψ/ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΩ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ splintering wood. Why she was 
standing on this doorstep, though, and what, or who, had led her here in 
the first place?

Enticingly, the dome of dark chocolate, flecked sporadically with lime 
slivers, remained encased in its fluted carapace. Around the outsideof it 
cleaved the diminutive remains of its neighbour: a praline long ago eaten! 
Velvety smooth, this solitary bead of ganache glistened, revelling in its 
escape, yet mourning its rejection. 

Key Language/Structural methods Chocolate Model!



1. This is the final reading question. Make 

sure you have left yourself enough time . 

Practise this!

2. Underline the key words in the question. 
You are likely to be asked to compare 
with a specific focus in mind ïwhat is it?

3. Be sure that you understand the focus of 

the question.

4. Go through the different texts and 
highlight any evidence that you will use in 

your answer.

5. Revisit the question. Make sure your 
evidence and points will provide a clear 

answer to focus .

1. Use the bullet points . 

These are deliberately 
given to help you. 
Organise your answer 

with these in mind.

2. The second bullet point 
tells you to look at how 

the writers get their ideas 
across. You must compare 

the ways the writers do 

this.

Å be clear about which text you are referring to ;

Å support all points with evidence from the text ;

Å keep the focus of the question firmly in mind ð

reuse the words of the question to frame your
answer if you need something to help you stay
on track ;

Å keep an eye on your timing ðthis will be a
higher tariff question so make sure you have left 
enough time for completion;

Å you may not have the same amount to say 
about each text but make sure you try to give 

reasonably even consideration to both texts.

Å compare two texts

Å consider the similarities and differences

between the texts

Å sustain a focus on the question and 

stated area for comparison.

Before answering:

Some examples of previous comparison questions

Both of these texts are about tightrope walkers crossing Niagara

Falls . Compare:

Å what Blondin and Nik Wallenda did during their crossings of Niagara Falls;

Å how the writers try to convey the dangers of crossing Niagara Falls. [10]

Both of these texts are about volcanoes that have

erupted . Compare:

Å what the writers could see and hear of the erupting volcanoes;

Å how they get their experiences across to their readers. [10]

Both of these texts give an account of a mining rescue . 

Compare:

Å what the writers tell us about what happened on the day when the miners were rescued;

Å how the writers try to show the drama of the day of the rescues. [10]

These questions are usually accompanied by an instruction such as:

You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are referring to.

This information is intended to help you so ensure you read it carefully.

When writing your answer: Checklist for improving 

your answer:

Have you used evidence to 

support your answer?

Have you responded to the focus 

of the question?

Have you considered points from 

both texts?

Have you made it clear which text
you are referring to?

Useful compare and contrast 

connectives:

on the other

hand similarly

both 

unlike 

whereas 

instead 

however 

conversely

like 

yet

although 

in contrast 

likewise

as well as 

alternatively 

while

TOP TIP:

Use the Question

Comparison:As sessment Objective (A03): Comparewritersõideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts .

Comparison questions 

test a readerôsability to:



Å keep the focus of the question firmly in mind ïreuse

the words of the question to show tha t your opinions

are on task ;

Å make sure you are offering clear opinions in response

to the statement/vie w given in the question and take a

coherent stance ;

Å suppor t all points with precisely chosen evidence from

the text ;

Å track through the text to gain a clear range of evidence

and help you to organise yourself in a coherent way;

Å think about how the writer has shaped your opinion 

(what methods/techniques / language have been  

used).

1. Any opinions you offer must
be supported with evidence.

2. Avoid unsu pported opinions  

or assertion sïmak e your  

opinions relevan t using  

what you have read to 

prove them.

3. Look at the tex t and  

pinpoint what it is tha t a  

writer says tha t make s you  

thin k as you do. Use that  

evidence to accompany  

your points.

Evaluation:

Some examples of previous evaluation questions

Component 1: Q5

òThewriter shows that life for immigrants such as the Hamiltons was 
very hard.ó

How far do you agree with this view?  

You should write about:

Å your thoughts and feelings about how the life of the Hamiltons 

is presented in the passage as a whole;

Å how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings. [10]

òThewriter uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both 
Emma and Robbie.ó

How far do you agree with this view?  

You should write about:

Å your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are 

presented in these lines and in the passage as a whole;

[10]Å how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings.

òThewriter presents Jonathan as a failure as a father and a 
husband.ó

How far do you agree with this view?  

You should write about:

Å your thoughts and feelings about Jonathan and how he is 

presented in these lines and in the passage as a whole;

Å how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings. [10]

Component 2: Q4

ñIn the first three paragraphs of the account , the writer gives the  
impression that the accident was so serious that the trapped 
miners would not be found alive .óHow far do you agree with this 
statement?

You should commen t on:

Å what he says;

Å how he says it. [10]

ñIn this extract, George Banks presents Blondin in a very positive 
way.óHow far do you agree with this view?

You should commen t on:

Å what he says;

Å how he says it. [10]

òPieterSandrick gets across his feelings of increasing terror really 
well .óHow far do you agree with this statement?

You should commen t on:

Å what he says;

Å how he says it. [10]

These questions are accompanied by the instruction :

Youmust use the text to support your comments.

This states you MUST use evidence to support your answer .

Wh en w r iti ng your an sw er : Ch ecklist for imp rovi ng  

your an sw er :

Have you responde d to the focus of  

the question?

Have you used specific and precise
evidence to suppor t your opinions?

Have you mad e a rang e of points?

Have you drawn upon evidence from  

the whole of the text?

Have you given consideration to HOW  

the writer shaped your opinions?

Have you given an overview statement  

to respond to the question?

Evaluation questions  t est

a r eade rôs abili t y t o:

Å give considere d personal judgement

Å use th e tex t wisely to suppor t judgements  given

Å demonstrate clear focus on th e question

Å provide critica l overview of what has been read.

Be fo r e an sw er in g:

1. Read th e statement/vie w in th e question  

carefully.

2. Underlin e th e part of th e statement/vie w that  show s th e

focu s of th e question.

3. Thin k abou t whether you agree/partl y agree/ disagree

with th e statement/view . You might find tha t you agre e

and disagree for different reasons .

4. Highlight th e tex t to show which evidence  you are

going to use to suppor t your  opinions.

5. Look again at th e question. Make sur e your  evidenc e
and points will provide a clear  focused answer.

Timi n g is key :

Thi s question is worth 10 mark s.

You need to leave yourself aroun d 15 minutes

to answer it.

Useful Sentence Openings and 

Key Vocabulary:

TOP TIP:

Use evide nce wisely

Assessment Objective (A04): Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references .

L ŀƎǊŜŜκŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿκǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΧ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅΧ
¢ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΧ  CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΧ

¢ƘƛǎΧ
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΧ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎΧ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎΧ ǳǎŜǎΧ  ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜǎΧ 
ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎΧ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎΧ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎΧ  ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜǎΧ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΧ



Your writing in both Component 1 and 

Component 2 is marked using very specific 

criteria. You are awarded marks for AO5 

Communication and organisation and AO6 

Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and 

punctuation.

In Component 2, AO5 is marked out of 12 

and AO6 is marked out of 8. During your 

revision, you should have a look at the mark 

scheme that the examiners will use, this will 

help you to see exactly what they are looking 

for.

Remember, getting the basics (full stops 

and capital letters) is just as important 

as trying to include some more complex

sentences. Aim to include an accurate range 

of sentence types and vocabulary.

Write a lively article for your school/college magazine with the heading: 

A TeenagerôsGuide to Managing Parents.

Write your article .

You have been asked to give a talk to your class with the title: 

The person Iôdmost like to spend a day with.

Write down what you would say in your talk .

Write a review for a teenage magazine of a book, film or TV programme/series you

have enjoyed in the last year and why it might appeal to others of your age.

Write your review .

Your headteacher has decided that there should not be an end of year celebration 

such as a school prom or party. The headteacher believes it would just be an excuse 

for students to show off in an expensive way.

Write a letter to your headteacher giving your opinions on this .

AO5 Communicate clearly and 

imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different 

forms, purposes and audiences.

Organise information and ideas, using 

structural and grammatical features

to support coherence and cohesion of 

texts.

AO6 Use a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structure for clarity, purpose 

and effect, with accurate spelling and 

punctuation.

Why plan?

Planning helps you to capture your immediate 

reactions and views about a task.

Å Planning allows you to jot down useful 

vocabulary.

Å Planning allows you to consider the 

structure of your work.

Å Planning will save you time in the long run.

Things to consider:

Å The content of your writing ïwhat angle

will allow you to write in sufficient detail?

Å Words, phrases and ideas that are suited to 

the topic and will enhance your writing.

Å Structure ïhow will you present your 

work. Have you been asked for a specific 
structure (e.g. a formal letter)?

Å Remember to write in full sentences and 

paragraphs.

Å How will you begin your work, how will your 

ideas develop and how will you conclude 

your work?

Å Once you have written down your ideas in a

plan, remember to give some consideration

to the order that you will write.

Work out in advance what kind of

planning works best for you. Do you prefer

to plan using a mind map, a spider

diagram, a flow chart or a different style?

Å Remember to use a range of appropriate 

and well selected details to develop and 

support your points

Å Always leave enough time to proofread 

your work.

1. Read each task carefully 

(remember you have to do both).

2. Highlight the keywords in the task 

that suggest audience, content, 

purpose, style, structure and so on.

3. Try to step back from the task ï

sometimes you are asked to give 

your views ïtry to consider how 

you feel or what your immediate 

reaction is.

4. Use the planning time to form a 

clear plan.

Å Two writing tasks

Å 20 marks each

Å 5 minutes to plan

Å 25 minutes to write

Å Write 300-400 words per task

Non-fiction Writing:

Examples of previous Component 2 Writing questions:Planning:

Top tips:

Before Starting:

Component 2 
Exam facts:

Assessment Objectives:

Checklist for 
improving your writing:

Have you planned your work

carefully?

Have you included sufficient 

detail?

Have you considered the

language you use?

Have you structured your work

carefully?

Have you varied your

punctuation for effect?

Have you proof-read your work

for errors?

How will my 
work be marked?:



Component 1: Q1

Some examples of previous information retr

Component 2: Q1

i eval questions

Component 2: Q3

Read lines 1-6.

List five thing s you

learn abou t Emma in

thes e lines . [5]

Read the newspaper article óMinersRescued from Chilean Mineôin the separate Resource Material.

a. What was the nickname of the rescue capsule? [1]

b. How did the miners let the rescuers know they were still alive? [1]

c. Where were the men taken once they had been brought to the surface? [1]

To answer the following questions you will need to read the account in óThe

Penny Review ômagazine.

a. What caused the coal mine to collapse? [1]

b. What detail does the writer give that shows the rescue attempt never slowed or stopped? [1]

c. What gave the rescuers hope that the miners were still alive? [1]

List five things  

you learn about  

Jonathan in lines  

1-17. [5]

Read the newspaper article óIcelandôserupting volcanoôin the separate Resource

Material

a. When did the Eyjakull volcano last erupt? [1]

b. How close did Tom Robbins get to the crater of Eyjakull? [1]

c. How wide is th e crate r of Katia? [1]

To answer the following questions you will need to read Pieter Sandrickôs

account of the Krakatoa volcano explosion on the opposite page.

a. On which day of the week did the Krakatoa volcano start to erupt? [1]

b. How far away was Krakatoa from the town of Anjer? [1]

c. How did Pieter Sandrick survive when the ôwallof waterõhit the coast? [1]

Read lines 1-16.

List five thing s you  

learn abou t Brian  

Faulkne r in these  

lines. [5]

Read the newspaper article óInsideAmericaôsToughest Prisonôin the separate Resource Material.

a. Give one example from the article of how the worst prisoners were punished in the past? [1]

b. At the time the article was written, how many prisoners were in Florence Prison? [1]

c. Give one example of the privileges that prisoners may earn for good behaviour? [1]

To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the

opposite page by Charles Dickens.

a. When Charles Dickens visited the Eastern Penitentiary prison, what did he describe as awful? [1]

b. Give two details from the text that suggest prisoners are in the Eastern Penitentiar y prison

for a long time . [2]

1. Make sure you are looking at the correct text and the right part of the 

text.

2. Be aware of how many marks the question is worth. E.g. if it is a 5- mark 

question you will probably be asked for 5 details.

3. Read the question at least twice to make sure you know exactly what 

you are looking for.

4. Use skimming and scanning techniques to find the detail(s) you need
quickly.

5. Think about how much time you should dedicate to the question ðdonõt

be tempted to spend too long on this question and reduce the time you

have availabl e elsewhere .

This is usef ul if you are looking  

for a particular word or piece 

of information. For example,  

in th e second C2 Q1 example  

below you could begin by  

scanning th e tex t for th e word  

ôcraterõ.

1. Use short relevan t quotations.

2. Check th e details of th e question  

carefully.

3. If you are tol d to look at specific lines  

use your pen and mark them off on  

th e exam paper so tha t you donõtlose  

focus.

This is when you do not read  

every word but try to tak e in  

th e overall meaning of a piece  

of writing by movin g your eyes  

throughou t th e text . Headings  

and opening sentences

are useful for directing this  

technique...

Å double check tha t you have read  

and understood th e question and  

th e instructions at th e star t of the  

question;

Å identify relevan t words or  

phrases from th e tex t to answer  

the question ïbe specific.

Å your answer may be brief but  

mak e sure you have provided  

enoug h detail to answer the  

question;

Å trac k throug h th e section of  

th e tex t carefully ðreading

chronologicall y will help to make  

sure you donõtmis s anything.

Bullet points are fine for information 

retrieval questions but make sure 

your answer make s sense!

Å identify the explicit information or ideas needed to answer the question

Å isolate key details

Å interpret the meaning of implicit ideas and information

Å clearly refe r to evidence in th e text.

Some examples of previous information retrieval questions:

In form ation retr ieval questions  

test a rea de rôs abili t y to:

Be fore an sw ering:

Wh en w r iti ng your an sw er : Ch ecklist for imp rovi ng  

your an sw er :

Have you answered the question?

Have you retrieve d sufficient
information?

Have you checked tha t you copie d the  

information down correctly?

Have you checked how man y mark s the  

question is worth?

Skimming

Scanning TOP TIP S:

Retrievalof explicitandimplicit information:
Assessment Objective (A01 Strand 1): Identify and interpret explicit and impl ic i t in format ion and ideas.



Å Never give extra details or reasons,

a synthesis does not require you to

include these.

Å Never try to expand on the details

you have been given from the text.

This should be a brief and focused

answer.

Å Quotation is acceptable but you 

should never copy large, unselective 

chunks directly from the text.

Å Never spend much more than around 

5 minutes on this type of question.

1. Read the question carefully. It is vital

that you understand what you are being 

asked to synthesise.

2. Think about the focus of the question 

by stepping back from the texts. Try to 

get a clear understanding of the texts 

and task before you start to write.

3. Underline a couple of relevant key 

words from each text as these will help 

you to remain focused.

consider the following:

Å Re-read the question.

Å Look at the words or phrases you

have highlighted.

Å Consider how you will collate the 

ideas from across both texts (do 

any of the points link up or are 

the points all different?) How will 

you present your response?

Å Always refer to both texts in your 

responses or you will only be 

awarded a mark in Band 1.

Å Check the mark tariff ïthis 

question is worth 4 marks and 

will only need 4 brief points.

The following questions all had the following introduction:

To answer the following questions, you must use both texts .

Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 

when news of the mining accidents became known. [4]

Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words what happened 

as a result of the volcanoes erupting in Anjer and Iceland. [4]

Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words, how the 

spectators reacted to Blondin and Wallenda. [4]

Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 

hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]

Synthesis is the skill of bringing 

together materials from more than 

one text to create new material. The 

skill of summary is useful here as

it encourages a brief and focused 

response.

Select and synthesise evidence from

different texts .

This question will be found in your 

Component 2 examination.

Å show their understanding of key 

information, themes or ideas

Å effectively collate key details from two

texts

Å identify common areas/ themes or 

ideas across two texts.

Synthesisinginformation:

Synthesis questions aim to 
test a readerôsability to:

When synthesising 
two texts:

Examples of previous synthesis questions:

Before answering: Checklist for 
improving your answers:

A synthesis checks understanding

ïis your answer clear?

Does your synthesis response

reflect the focus of the question?

Have you included sufficient 

different points to access ALL 

marks?

While there is no preferred style 

when completing a synthesis, most 

candidates perform best when 

dealing with one text at a time.

Have you made it clear which text 

you are referring to?

Definition:

TOP TIP: things you NEVER 
do in a synthesis response:

Assessment Objective (A01):



Key events (AO1) Associated 
quotes

A miserly old man called Ebenezer Scrooge is mean, selfish and cruel to all around him. One night when returning home he is visited by the ghost of his old friend and business partner 
Jacob Marley. Marley tells Scrooge he must change his ways and live a life of generosity or he will be punished and forced towalk the earth forever more. Scrooge is visited by three 
spirits (The Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet-to-Come) who all show him visions of his life and how his life will be ifƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ CƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘΣ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ōǳǘ ŀ 
determination to change, Scrooge is returned to his home on Christmas Day where he sets out to change his life and use his wealth to help others. He goes on to embody the 
Christmas spirit better than anyone else. 

{ǘŀǾŜ мΥ aŀǊƭŜȅΩǎ DƘƻǎǘ

We discover Jacob Marley, who was Ebenezer Scrooge's business partner, died seven years ago. Scrooge is working in his counter-house, along with his clerk - Bob 
Cratchit. Scrooge's nephew Fred arrives and wishes him a Merry Christmas, but Scrooge dislikes his enthusiasm for the festiveand answers: "Bah! Humbug!" 
Scrooge argues that Christmas is like any other day when there is money to be paid through bills. Fred has a different attitude,proclaiming Christmas to be a "as a 
good time: a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men andwomen seem by one consent to 
open their shut-ǳǇ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅΦά CǊŜŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ōǳǘ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎΦ ¢ǿƻ Ǉortly gentlemen then come into 
Scrooge's counter house and ask Scrooge if he would donate money for the poor. Scrooge asks them if the prisons and workhouses are still open and dismisses 
them - saying he wishes to donate nothing and to be left alone. The weather is getting colder and colder. Outside, a Christmas caroler tries to sing a song through 
the keyhole of Scrooge's office door but Scrooge scares him off. After closing up the counting office and before he goes home, Scrooge tells his clerk Bob Cratchit 
that he wants him to work on Christmas Day, but eventually he is persuaded to allow him to have the day off - but Cratchit must turn up all the earlier the next 
day. 

Scrooge continues his usual routine of having dinner in a tavern and then returns home through awful, foggy London streets. As he arrives at his front door he 
thinks he sees Marley's face on the door knocker until it turns back into an ordinary knocker. He is surprised but refuses toaccept what he has seen. Scrooge 
thinks he sees a hearse going up the stairs in front of him. He rushes into his room and locks the door behind him, putting on his dressing grown as well. He eats 
gruel by the fire, but suddenly the carvings on the mantelpiece change into pictures of Jacob Marley's face. Again, Scrooge is reluctant to accept what he has seen. 
All of the bells and in the room start ringing and Scrooge hears footsteps coming up the stairs. A ghost floats through the door - it is Jacob Marley - see-through 
and covered up in chains, cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, deeds and heavy purses wrought in steel. Scrooge tries to deny Marley's Ghost exists, claiming he is 
just a symptom of food poisoning. The ghost explains to Scrooge that he has spent seven years wandering the world in his chains as a form of punishment for the 
way he lived his life. Marley's Ghost tells Scrooge he has come back to save Scrooge from the same fate he has suffered. He informs Scrooge that he will be visited 
by three different spirits over the next three nights. The first one will come at one o'clock, the next the same time and thefinal one will be there on the last stroke 
of midnight. The ghost moves towards Scrooge's window which opens by itself. Scrooge is terrified and full of fear. The ghosttells Scrooge to look out of the 
window and he sees many spirits, all covered in chains. They are all shouting about how they did not lead caring and honourable lives and did not help others. 
Marley disappears and Scrooge goes back to bed and falls asleep.

ά{ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ 
sole executor, his 
sole 
administrator, his 
sole assign, his 
sole residuary 
legatee, his sole 
friend and sole 
ƳƻǳǊƴŜǊΦέ

ά.ŀƘΗ IǳƳōǳƎΗέ

"Are there no 
prisons?"asked 
Scrooge.
"Plenty of 
prisons," said the 
gentleman, laying 
down the pen 
again.

ά!ǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΥ 
a kind, forgiving, 
charitable, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜέ 
Fred on 
Christmas



Stave 2: The First of the Three Spirits

Scrooge wakes up at midnight and is confused. When he went to sleep it was 2am! To begin with he believes he must have slept through an entire day or it's 
noon and the sun isn't out. He remembers that Marley's Ghost told him the first spirit will arrive at 1am. Terrified and anxious, Scrooge waits. At one o'clock 
Scrooge's curtains on his bed are blown away by an unusual, child-like character who exudes wisdom and experience. The spirit has a cap to cover the light that 
comes from its head.  Scrooge is taken to the rural countryside where he was born and raised. He visits his old school, sees hisyoung friends and remembers 
many parts of his childhood.  The effect of seeing these memories makes Scrooge cry. The ghost moves Scrooge into the school where a lonely little boy -
Scrooge as a youngster - is all alone at Christmas time. Scrooge and the ghost continue to visit different Christmases of the past and eventually we see a little 
girl - Scrooge's sister Fan - who runs into the room and tells Scrooge she has come to take him home. She says their father has allowed Ebenezer Scrooge to 
come home. Young Scrooge hugs his sister. Scrooge reveals to the ghost that Fan died years ago and she is the mother of his nephew Fred.  The Ghost of 
Christmas Past and Scrooge visit other Christmases and see a party being held by Fezziwig, a merchant who had Scrooge as an apprentice when Ebenezer was 
younger. Scrooge sees an older version of himself in conversation with Belle - his fiancée. She tells Scrooge she is ending their engagement as his love of capital 
gain and greed has ruined their love that used to be everything to Scrooge. Scrooge is taken to see a more recent Christmas where an older Belle talks to her 
new husband about her former fiancé Scrooge. Her husband says that Scrooge is alone in the world. Scrooge is struggling to deal with these scenes and begs 
the ghost to allow him to go back home. Full of anger, sadness and loss, Scrooge grabs the ghost's cap and pulls it over the child's head, and the light begins to 
diminish. By the time he gets to the ground, Scrooge finds himself back in his bedroom, where he goes to bed again and falls asleep straight away.

"A solitary child, 
neglected by his 
friends, is left there 
still."
Scrooge said he knew 
it. And he sobbed.

Ϧ{ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ώΧϐ ǿŜǇǘ ǘƻ 
see his poor 
forgotten self as he 
used to be."

"Spirit!" said Scrooge 
in a broken voice, 
"remove me from 
this place."

Stave 3: The Second of the Three Spirits

In the distance the church clock strikes one and Scrooge wakes up in shock. He is glad to be awake and is waiting for the second spirit to arrive, but none seems 
to come. Scrooge waits 15 minutes and then suddenly a bright light beams down onto him. Scrooge moves into his other room where he finds the second spirit 
waiting for him. The Ghost of Christmas Present is very different to the first spirit. He is a giant, covered in green robes andsits on top of a throne made of a 
huge Christmas feast. He has a booming, loud voice and tells Scrooge he has more than 1800 brothers (one for each Christmas).Helives for only a single day. 
The spirit tells Scrooge to touch his robe, and when he does so the feast and room disappear. Scrooge finds himself in the middle of London on Christmas 
morning. It is very busy and full of life. He sees all sights of a joyful Christmas day as people shovel snow, take presents to each other and say to each other: 
ϦaŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗά  ¢ƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ .ƻō /ǊŀǘŎƘƛǘϥǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ - remember that Cratchit is Scrooge's clerk. Mrs Cratchit prepares a 
Christmas meal of goose and all the trimmings. They are poor and this meal is one of the few treats they set money aside for.The eldest daughter Martha 
comes back from her job at the milliner's. Peter, the eldest son, wears a stiff-collared shirt which he received from his father. Bob arrives carrying his young son 
Tiny Tim on his shoulders. Tiny Tim has a debilitating condition that makes him very weak. The family is happy even though they have little food to celebrate 
Christmas with. Scrooge begs the Ghost to know whether Tiny Tim will survive. The spirit replies that given the current conditions in the Cratchit house, there 
will be an empty chair at next year's Christmas dinner. They move on to other people celebrating Christmas, including an isolated community of miners, 
lighthouse workers celebrating, and a crew on board a ship. Next they move on to Fred's Christmas party, where Scrooge enjoyswatching the many party 
games, although none of the party guests can actually see him. As the night carries on, the Ghost of Christmas Present grows older. Lastly they come to a huge 
expanse of emptiness. Scrooge sees a pair of starving children who travel with the Ghost beneath his robes; their names are Ignorance and Want. Scrooge 
inquires if nothing can be done to help them. Mockingly, the ghost echoes Scrooge's own words from Stave 1: "Are there no prisons? Are there no 
ǿƻǊƪƘƻǳǎŜǎΚά ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƘƻƻŘŜŘ ƎƘƻǎǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘƛƳΦ

άhƘΣ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
ǇǳŘŘƛƴƎΗ ά

CǊŜŘ ƻƴ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΥ άL 
mean to give him the 
same chance every 
year, whether he likes 
it or not, for I pity 
ƘƛƳΦέ

"Are there no 
prisons?" said the 
Spirit, turning on him 
for the last time with 
his own words. "Are 
there no 
workhouses?"



Stave 4: The Last of the Three Spirits

This new phantom is very different to the other spirits. He wears a black hooded robe and moves towards Scrooge. Scrooge cannot help but kneel before him 
and asks if he is The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. The phantom says nothing and Scrooge feels terrified. Scrooge is still hugely affected by the visits of the 
last two spirits and asks the phantom to share his lesson so he can avoid the fate of Jacob Marley. The ghost takes Scrooge to the London Stock Exchange, where 
he overhears a group of businessmen discussing the death of a wealthy man. Next they see a pawn shop in a poor part of London, where a group of low-lives 
sell personal items taken from a dead man. 

Scrooge sees the body of the dead man all alone and demands to be shown someone who feels sorry for this man who has died. The ghost shows the dinner 
table of a poor family, where a husband and wife express relief at the death of a man to whom they owe money.  They move on to the Cratchit household again, 
where the family struggles to cope with the death of Tiny Tim. Scrooge is desperate to know the identity of the dead man, struggling to understand what point 
or lesson the ghost is trying to make. Suddenly, he finds himself in a rundown churchyard where the spirit points him toward a freshly dug grave. Scrooge 
approaches the grave and reads the inscription on the headstone: EBENEEZER SCROOGE. Stunned, Scrooge grabs at the spirit and begs him to stop the events of 
his nightmarish vision. He promises to honourChristmas within his heart and to live by the lessons of Past, Present, and Future. The spirit's hand begins to 
tremble, and, as Scrooge continues to ask for mercy, the phantom's robe shrinks and collapses. Scrooge finds himself returnedto his bed. 

ϦIŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ώΧϐ ƛǘǎ 
mysterious presence 
filled him with a 
solemn dread."

"I will honour
Christmas in my 
heart, and try to keep 
ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦά

άaȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
child!" cried Bob. "My 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΗέ

Stave 5: The End of It

Scrooge realiseshe has a chance to live the rest of life in a way that will make him truly happy. He praises of the three spirits and the ghost of Jacob Marley. 
When he realiseshe hsbeen returned back to Christmas morning, he begins shouting "Merry Christmas!" as loud as he can. Full of energy and excitement, 
Scrooge struggles to dress properly and dances while he shaves. As quickly as he can, Scrooge runs into the street and offersto pay the first boy he meets a 
colossal sum to deliver a great Christmas turkey to Bob Cratchit's family. He meets one of the portly gentlemen who in Stave 1 asked for donations to the poor. 
Scrooge apologisesfor his rudeness, and whispers into the man's ear the massive sums of money he promises to give to charity. Scrooge moves on to Fred's 
Christmas party and shows such joy and enthusiasm that the other guests cannot understand Scrooge's sea change in behaviour.

The next morning, Scrooge arrives at the office early and decides to put on his usual stern and serious expression when Bob Cratchit enters eighteen and a half 
minutes late. Scrooge, pretending to be disgusted, begins to criticize Bob, before suddenly telling Bob he will give him a largeraise and will assist his family as 
much as he can. Bob cannot believe it, but Scrooge promises to keep his word. We are told by the narrator that Scrooge is as good as his word: He helps the 
Cratchits and becomes a second father to Tiny Tim who does not die as predicted in the ghost's dreadful vision. Many people in London are puzzled by Scrooge's 
new behaviour, but Scrooge merely laughs at them. Scrooge brings the Christmas spirit into every day, respecting the lessons of Christmas more than any man 
alive. The narrator finishes the story by saying that Scrooge's words and thoughts should be shared by of all of us ... "and so,as Tiny Tim observed, God bless us, 
Every one!"

άL Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
long I've been among 
the Spirits.I don't 
know anything.I'm 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΦέ

"I'll send it to Bob 
Cratchit's!" 
whispered Scrooge, 
rubbing his hands, 
and splitting with a 
laugh.



Character summary Key Quotes Associated themes or ideas:

The Ghost 
of 

Christmas 
Past

The first of the three spirits to visit Scrooge, The Ghost of Christmas Past takes 
Scrooge on a journey through his memories ςones he enjoys remembering and 
others that bring up emotions that he has long since buried. We see his 
absolute joy at seeing Fan and Fezziwig again, but his immense sorrow and 
regret for what happened between him and Belle. The Ghost is presented as 
very unusual looking and re-reading and re-analysing the use of description of 
the character would be very useful to you as part of your revision. 

"It wore a tunic of the purest white, 
and round its waist was bound a 
lustrous belt, the sheen of which was 
beautiful."

ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭŘ ŜȅŜ ƎƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
heart leap up as they went past? Why 
was he filled with gladness when he 
heard them give each other Merry 
Christmas, as they parted at cross-
roads and-bye ways, for their several 
homes? What was merry Christmas to 
Scrooge? Out upon merry Christmas! 
²Ƙŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΚέ
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The Ghost 
of 

Christmas 
Present

The second of the three spirits that is presented a giant representing all that is 
great and good about Christmas Day. He is more dominating than the previous 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŎƪǎ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŀǾŜ м ǿƘŜƴ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
asked about prisons and workhouses being in operation. This spirit shows to 
Scrooge how everyone across society takes joy from Christmas and celebrate 
together, they do not isolate themselves like Scrooge has done. In particular, the 
visit to the Cratchits and Scrooge seeing the love for Tiny Tim hits him hard.

"I am the Ghost of Christmas 
Present," said the Spirit. "Look upon 
me."

άώ¢ƛƴȅ ¢ƛƳϐ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΣ 
that he hoped the people saw him in 
the church, because he was a cripple, 
and it might be pleasant to them to 
remember upon Christmas Day, who 
made lame beggars walk, and blind 
ƳŜƴ ǎŜŜΦέ
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The Ghost 
of 

Christmas 
Yet-to-
Come

The final spirit is a dark, silent phantom that terrifies Scrooge and in some ways 
resembles the Grim Reaper, a classical symbol of death. This spirit shows 
Scrooge how the death of an isolated and friendless man sees vagabonds still 
his personal items, people celebrating his death and others suffering at his lack 
of compassion in life. Finally, the Ghost shows Scrooge his own gravestone and 
it is as this point that Scrooge has his epiphany.

άIŜ ƭŀȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
not a man, a woman, or a child, to say 
that he was kind to me in this or that, 
and for the memory of one kind word 
L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ

ά²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƻ-night with light 
hearts, Caroline." 
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Character summary Key Quotes Associated themes or ideas:

Jacob 
Marley

{ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ aŀǊƭŜȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƻƴ 
Christmas Eve. Marley inspired Scrooge to be selfish, greedy and utterly ruthless when 
dealing with other people. However, it is Marley that comes back to Scrooge as a ghost 
to tell him to change his ways or end up with the same fate as him, cursed to forever 
travel the world filled with regret and sorrow. 

"It is required of every man," the Ghost 
returned, "that the spirit within him should 
walk abroad among his fellowmen, and travel 
far and wide; and if that spirit goes not forth in 
life, it is condemned to do so after death.It is 
doomed to wander through the world -- oh, 
woe is me! -- and witness what it cannot 
share, but might have shared on earth, and 
turned to happiness!"
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Ebenezer 
Scrooge

The central protagonist (main character) of the novella, Scrooge is a selfish, greedy but 
ultimately isolated elderly man that has spent much of his life hoarding his wealth away 
from others despite being surrounded by poverty and suffering. He is initial cruel and 
Ŏŀƭƭƻǳǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƭŜȅΩǎ DƘƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘǎ ōǊƛƴƎ 
about his epiphany and the change in his character. Through the help of the narrator we 
follow Scrooge on his journey through his own past, present and potential future and 
celebrate his embracing of the Christmas spirit at the end.

ά.ŀƘΗ IǳƳōǳƎΗέ

"Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, 
that is my answer.I don't make merry myself 
at Christmas and I can't afford to make idle 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜǊǊȅΦέ

"I will honourChristmas in my heart, and try to 
keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΦέ
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Fred {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 9ōŜƴŜȊŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ CŀƴΦ CǊŜŘ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ 
about Christmas and is filled with joy and happiness everywhere he goes. He is the 
antithesis of Ebenezer Scrooge. When Scrooge sees Fred spending Christmas with his 
friends Fred refuses to criticise Scrooge, only saying he pities him. Fred is delighted to 
see his uncle in Stave 5.

άHe had so heated himself with rapid walking 
in the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge's, 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ Ǝƭƻǿέ
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Other 
characters

Bob CratchitςAn honourable man and a wonderful father. Scrooge comes to respect 
him very much. He is part of the Cratchitfamily including his wife, Martha, Belinderand 
Peter. Tiny Tim - .ƻōΩǎ ŎǊƛǇǇƭŜŘ ǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǇƛǘƛŜǎΦ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎ 
was arguably trying to evoke immense sympathy from his readers for this weak but 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅΦ ¢ƛƴȅ ¢ƛƳ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƘŜƭǇΦ Cŀƴ 
and Belle ς{ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŦƛŀƴŎŞŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
regrets. Fezziwig ς{ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ƻƭŘ ōƻǎǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǊǘƭȅ 
gentlemen ςScrooge is rude to them but apologizes to one of them in Stave 5. They 
raise money for charity.

"I have come to bring you home, dear 
brother!" said the child, clapping her tiny 
hands, and bending down to laugh. Fan (Stave 
3)

"God bless us every one!" said Tiny Tim, the 
last of all. (Stave 3)
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Form (AO2) Why is this significant?

Allegory An allegory is a type of story that has a hidden meaning, where characters represent bigger themes and ideas. A Christmas Carol represents 
turning away from greed, selfishness and an obsession with money and turning towards helping others and using your wealth to good for 
friends, family and society.

Frame Story A Christmas Carol begins with a narrator introducing the story and finishes with the narrator summing it up and ending it, this is known as a 
'frame story'. At the beginning Scrooge's character is established by the narrator and at the end his dramatic shift in personality is explained by 
the narrator as well. In between these two parts of the plot we find out other stories from Scrooge's past, present and future in order for him to 
have his epiphany and change.

Cyclical Structure A cyclical structure to a text is where it begins and ends in the same way. In Stave 1 Scrooge is rude and unkind to Bob Cratchit, two portly 
gentleman raising money for charity, and his nephew Fred. In the final stave he sees all these people again and is able to apologise and show 
ǘƘŜƳ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎƛƴƎ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ

Ψ{ǘŀǾŜǎΩ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ψ/ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΩA stave could refer to a wooden plank used to help in construction (a bit like scaffolding). It can also refer to a musical staff or symbol - used with 
sheet music.  Whilst Dickens most likely used 'staves' instead of chapters in A Christmas Carol because he wanted to associate the plot with a 
literal 'Christmas Carol' or song, it could be said that each chapter helps in the construction of Scrooge as a transformed man.

Linguistic devices (AO2) Why is this significant?

Pathetic fallacy This is where a writer gives human feelings to non-human objects or places to get across a tone or emotion to readers. For instance, the 
weather is very foggy and dingy as Scrooge walks through London in Stave 1, indicating mystery and a lack of harmony in ScrooƎŜΩs world. In 
Stave 1 he is surrounded by the  ϦtƛŜǊŎƛƴƎΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΣ ōƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭŘΩέΣ ŜŎƘƻƛƴƎ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƭŘ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǿŀǊƳǘƘΦ .ȅ {ǘŀǾŜ р ŀŦǘŜǊ 
Scrooge has transformed into a joyful human being the weather has also changed:  "'No fog, no mist; clear, bright, jovial, stirring, cold; cold, 
piping for the blood to dance to'". 

Epiphany An epiphany is a sudden realisation of something. Scrooge has an epiphany as he reveals after seeing his own gravestone that he must love with 
Christmas in his heart (Stave 5). Because of this epiphany he is then able to go out at the end of the text and share his wealth with others and 
actually feel happy. 

Symbols 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ DƘƻǎǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǎǘ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙe changed so 
much from his past, that he did not make the most of his family and that he has lost his fiancée Belle. The Ghost of Christmas Present is a 
symbol of the happiness and joy all people feel at Christmas despite their often harsh and deprived conditions. The Ghost of Christmas Yet-to-
Come symbolises what will happen to Scrooge and his friends and family if he does not change. 

Metaphors and Similes, 
Personification, Parallelism, and 
Descriptive Language

Dickens needs to use a lot of descriptive language to get across not only the Christmas London settings but also the unusual spirits that visit 
Scrooge. Marley's Ghost needs to be terrifying, the Ghosts of Christmas Past and Present are not human but supernatural. He usesnumerous 
metaphors and similes to get across both characters and setting to his readers. Dickens was a master of description and this shines through in A 
Christmas Carol. Metaphor example: "But he [Scrooge] was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone" Simile example: "It was a strange figure -- like a 
child: yet not so like a child as like an old man..." 



Context key idea 
(AO3)

Why is this significant?

Philanthropy and 
5ƛŎƪŜƴǎΩ {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
Social Justice

Although now in Britain we have what is known as the welfare state (which includes support for the neediest including the NHS, social housing, unemployment 
benefits and more), there is was little government support for the poorest in society during the Victorian era. 
Many wealthy Victorians who were socially conscious (meaning they felt a responsibility to help those who could not help themselves) became heavily involved in 
philanthropy. They used their own money to give to charities and to set up their own charities to help those that needed help. 
Charles Dickens was one such person and he used his own money to help others, as well as working with wealthy benefactors to make changes in society, too.
Dickens was philanthropic advisor to Angela Burdett-Coutts (1814-мфлсύΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ƘŜƛǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩΦ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎ ǳsed her wealth to give to social 
causes as well. In 1847 her money was used to create Urania Cottage for homeless women. Under his guidance she also supportedthe Ragged School Union, 
which was founded in 1844 to provide free education to poor children by Lord Shaftesbury.
Moreover, Dickens used his writing to act as a social commentator ςbringing to the attentions of his middle and upper class readers the need for social upheaval. 
Some of his characters play a positive philanthropic role, such as Mr Brownlow in Oliver Twist, the Cheeryblebrothers in Nicholas Nickleby, and Mr and Mrs
Garland in The Old Curiosity Shop. 

Victorian 
Deprivation

Workhouses existed well before the Victorian era, but the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act meant it a legal requirement for all able-bodied people to work in 
workhouses to get their 'poor relief' (financial support). Before this time the poorest in society had to rely on charity andhand outs to survive. However, Victorians 
saw poverty as a kind of illness or disease in society that needed to be eradicated. Governments were keen to move the poorest indoors, away from everyone.
However, those in charge of the country made workhouses places to be feared in order to prevent 'lazy' citizens thinking it was an easy option instead of going out 
to find work. 
Workhouses meant the poorest would work for food and a place to sleep, but many people saw it as a form of slavery. Workhouses also took in orphans, 
abandoned children, the mentally ill, the disabled, unmarried mothers and the elderly. Despite their age or abilities, all were required to work long and demanding 
hours. 
Whenever someone entered a workhouse they were stripped, bathed whilst being supervised and then provided with a uniform. This uniform separated them 
from the rest of society. If those from workhouses were out in the streets everyone else would instantly know they were in a workhouse.  Often children were 
'hired out' to wealthy business men and made to work in awful places such as mines. You were not allowed to try to contact your family and doing so could result 
in being punished. The standard of education provided was awful and would not help those within the workhouses get out of them. The food given to those in the 
workhouses was of a poor quality, simple and the same every day. Food was seen as a tool to keep you working, not as something to be enjoyed.



óA Christmas CarolôSample Exam Question

Commentary
The opening sentence shows a clear focus on the question and addresses the óimportanceô.The

candidate then brings in contextual points and discusses Dickensô intentions in writing the novel. The

second paragraph keeps the focus firmly

on why Bob is important in the novel. It also brings in some AO2 points about technique as well as

some context ïdiscussing how employees were treated.

The can dida te also uses th e ext ract here.

There are appropriate direct references from the extract and other parts of the text, 

used to support the candidateôsastute points. Overall this response shows assured 

understanding of the demands of the task and covers all the Assessment Objectives 

in a sustained, integrated way.

A Chr ist m as Carol

Youare advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question.

You should us the extract below and you knowledge of the whole novel to answer the question.

Write about the some members of the Cratchit family and how they are important to the novel as a whole.

In your response you should:

Å refer to th e ext ract an d th e novel as a wh ole.

Å show your un derstan din g of character s an d events in th e novel.

Å refer to contexts of the novel. [40]

The children drank the toast after her. It was the first of their proceedings which had no heartiness in it. Tiny

Tim drank it last of all, but he didnôtcare twopence for it. Scrooge was the ogre of the family. The mention of his

name cast a dark shadow on the party, which was not dispelled for a full five minutes.

After it had passed away they were ten times merrier than before, from the mere relief of Scrooge the Baleful

been done with. Bob Cratchit told them how he had a situation in his eye for Master Peter, which would bring in, if 

obtained, full five -and -sixpence weekly. The two young Cratchits laughed tremendously at the idea of Peterôsbeing

a man of business; and Peter himself looked thoughfully at the fire from between his collars, as if they where 

deliberating what particular investments he should favour when he came into receipt of that bewildering income.

Martha, who was a poor apprentice at a millinerôs,then told them what kind of work she had to do, and how many

hours she worked at a stretch, and how she meant to lie a-bed tomorrow morning for a good long rest; tomorrow

being a holiday she passed at home. Also how she had

seen a countess and a lord some days before, and how the lord ñwasmuch about as tall as Peterò; at which Peter

pulled up his collars so high that you couldnôthave seen his head if you had been there. All this time the chestnuts

and the jug went round and round; and by and by they had a song, about a lost child travelling in the snow, from

Tiny Tim, who had a plaintive little voice, and it very well indeed.

There was nothing of high mark in this. They were not a handsome family; they were not well dressed; their 

shoes were far from being waterproof; their clothes were scanty; and Peter might have known, and very likely he

did, the inside of apawnbrokerôs.But they were very happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with 

the time; and when they faded, and looked happier yet in the bright sprinklings of the Spiritôstorch at parting,

Scrooge had his eye on them, and especially Tiny Tim, until the last.

Exemplar response
The Cratchit family are a very important to ôAChristmas Carolõbecause they play a big part in the 

central story of Scroogeõs redemption. They are also important becauseDickenswanted to portray the

poor of Victorian London in the 19th century in a positive way and they help him do achieve his aims.

We first encounter the father of the Cratchits, Bob, in the first chapter. He is not named by 

Dickens here ðwe only discover his name later in the book ð and this is perhaps deliberate to show his 

lowly status ðScrooge only cares of him as a òclerkó and not a human being. Bob is one of the first 

ôvictimsõ we see of Scroogeõs miserly ways ðhe only has òone piece of coaló and has to òwarm himself on 

a candleó so he is important in establishing Scroogeõs meanness and penny-pinching ways. Moreover, 

Bob reinforces the message of Christmas by òapplaudingóFred when he speakson the benefits of

Christmas. Scroogedoesnõt

want to give Bob Christmas Day off. This was not uncommon at the time and Bob is important in

showing the audience how poorly employees were often treated. In the extract, BobòtoastsóScroogewith

his family which shows how grateful he is to Scrooge, despite being so badly treated by him. This was 

important for Dickens to show how grateful and humble the poor are and werenõt the monsters they 

were thought of.

In Stave three, we see the rest of the Cratchit family. They are obviously poor (Mrs Cratchit is in her 

òtwice turned gownó) and they have a small ògooseó for dinner. However, they are grateful and make the 

best of it. Mrs Cratchit and Belinda are òbrave in ribbonsó and it is said that the goose was treated like a 

òfeatheredphenomenonóor aòblack swanó.This shows how grateful they are and was central to the 

theme. They are also a loving family and the day is full of fun (they òlaughedtremendouslyó).

Tiny Tim is a òcrippleó but is selfless and kind-hearted and cares about others as can be seen 

when he says òGod bless us everyoneó and thinks of others when he goesto church. He is important

becauseScroogehas a face to put to his Malthusian commentof òdecrease the surpluspopulationóand

changeshis mind. In fact, Tiny Timõs death shows a stark contrast to Scroogeõs ðthe boy is mourned and 

will live on, whereas Scrooge will not. Therefore, Tiny Tim plays a hugely important role in Scroogeõs

redemption.

Finally, the Cratchits are important at the end of the novel ðScroogebuys them a òturkeyóand it

is the òbiggestone in the shopó. This shows just how much Scroogehas changed.

Overall, the Cratchits are essential in showing the ôgratefulpoorõas was

Dickensõintention and also play a huge part in showingScroogeõstransformation.
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Units of measure:

nm µm mm cm m

Science: Useful Information

Variables:

Independent: the variable that is being changed during the experiment

Dependent: the variable being tested or measured during the experiment

The independent variable affects the dependent variable, the others must be controlled

Control: Keep the same (there can be more than one control variable) so that they do 
not affect the independent variable

1nm
A small molecule

100nm
Viruses

1µm
Prokaryotic cells

10µm - 100µm
Eukaryotic cells

1mm
Ant

1cm
Wasp

10cm
Apple

100m
Tree

1m
Human

Converting units of measure:

Centimetre
(cm)

Millimetre
(mm)

Micrometre
(µm)

Nanometre
(nm)

X 1000 X 1000 X 10

÷ 10÷ 1000÷ 1000

Prefix Number Standard Form e.g. metres

Giga 1,000,000,000 1x109 Gm

Mega 1,000,000 1x106 Mm

kilo 1,000 1x103 km

---------- 1 1 m

milli 0.001 1x10-3 mm

micro 0.000001 1x10-6 µm

nano 0.000000001 1x10-9 nm

Key Word/ Term Definition

Accuracy Results are close to the true value

Precision Results are similar to each other but not necessarilyclose to the true value

Repeatable Similarresults are obtained if the investigation is done again by the same person

Reproducible Similar results are obtained if it is repeated by a different person

Resolution Is the smallest change a measuringinstrument can detect

Validity A measure of how correct the results of an experiment are





KS4 Biology: B13 Reproduction

Key word Definition

Sexual
reproduction

Twoparents, mixing of genetic information which leads to variety in the 
offspring. Involves the formation of gametes by meiosis.

Asexual 
reproduction

One parent, no fusion of gametes.Nomixing of genetic information. Genetically 
identical offspring (clones). Only mitosis involved.

Gamete Sex cells, sperm and eggs (animals) pollen and ovule (egg cell) (flowering plants). 
Formed by meiosis.

Meiosis Cell division to make 4 non-identical cells with half the number of chromosomes 
(to make gametes).

Mitosis Cell division to make 2 genetically identicalcells(clones) to make all cells except 
gametes). Cells are needed for growth, repair and replace old cells.

Fertilisation Fusion of gametes to restore the full number ofchromosomes. After fertilisation, 
mitosis occurs and cells differentiate to form an embryo

Differentiate The process in which cells become specialised for a particular function.

Meiosis Ą produces gametes ONLY
Causes genetic variation because random 
chromosomes from each gamete go into each new 
cell

1. DNA replicates ( genetic information copied) 

2. First division: The chromosome pairs line up 
RANDOMLY and are pulled apart so that each 
new cell only has one copy of each chromosome 
from the mother and father

3. Second divisionChromosomes divide again to 
get a single set of chromosomes in each cell. 

Advantages of sexual reproduction Advantagesof asexual 
reproduction

Producesvariation is offspring. Only one parent needed.

If the environmentchanges, variation gives 
survival advantage by natural selection.

More time and energy 
efficient as do not need to 
find a mate.

Natural selectioncan be speeded up by 
humans in selective breeding to increase 
food production. (See topic B14 KO).

Many identical offspring can 
be produced when conditions 
are favourable.

Faster than sexual 
reproduction.

Many fungi reproduce asexually by spores but 
also reproduce sexually to give variation.

Strawberry plants can 
reproduce sexually and 
send off runners to 
reproduce asexually.

Daffodils can reproduce 
sexually or by bulb 
division (asexual).

4. Four genetically different daughter 
cells will be produced with only 23 
chromosomes each

1

2

3

4



KS4 Biology: B13 Reproduction Key word Definition

DNA The molecule of inheritance. A polymermade up of two strands forming a double helix. 
DNA is contained in structures called chromosomes.

Gene A small section of DNAon a chromosome. Each gene codes for a particular sequence of 
amino acids to make a specific protein. The gene gives the organisms their characteristics 
like eye colour

Chromosome Found in pairs, one inherited from biological father and one from biological mother. 
Humans should have 46 chromosomes in each body cell and 23 chromosomes in each 
gamete ( sperm and egg cell)

Genome The entire genetic material of that organism.

Nucleotide A molecule made upa sugar, a phosphate group and one of four different bases. 

Bases Bases make up part of a nucleotidewhich make up DNA and RNA. They are represented 
by the letters A, T, G and C.

Amino acid The monomers for proteins. Three bases code for one aminoacid.

Protein Molecules that containcarbon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen and are made of long 
chains of amino acids. They are used for building cells and tissues of the body egcollagen 
and to form enzymes.

The human genome was sequenced in a world wide collaboration in 2003. 
It is available for all scientists to use to study:
ÅThe genes linked to different types of disease
ÅUnderstanding the treatment of inherited disorders
ÅUse in tracing human migration patterns from the past 

Twinkl

Twinkl

ÅDNA has a double helix shape and has a  sugar phosphate 
backbone and complimentary bases, C matches to G and 
A matches T.
ÅThe bases are adenine, thymine, cytosine and guanine.
ÅThe two strands are held together by weak hydrogen 

bonds
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